[Ct-portography in diffuse liver steatosis. Potential for a false-negative assessment].
CT portography is the most sensitive technique currently available for the preoperative diagnosis of liver metastases. We report on a patient with liver steatosis in whom ultrasound examination revealed two liver metastases in the follow up after resection of a papillary carcinoma. The liver metastases could be clearly identified both on plain CT and on enhanced CT with dynamic bolus contrast medium injection. Because of the small difference in attenuation values between liver parenchyma and metastases the two liver metastases had not been recognized on CT portography. When severe and diffuse liver steatosis is present CT portography may fail to detect metastases or small hepatocellular carcinoma.